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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-257
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: March 10, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: F, TEU
Date of Analysis: March 12, 2009
Type of Action: Authorization of lease renewal
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes the renewal of the submerged land lease between the City and the State of Florida for the Southbank Riverwalk east and west pavilions at the foot of the Main Street Bridge for a period of 5 years from January 17, 2009 through January 17, 2014 for the purpose of operating a maritime museum and a public information center.  The lease is granted at no cost provided the City continues to maintain the current uses and does not engage in any profit-making activities on the site.
Background Information:  The pavilions at the south end of the Main Street Bridge have been leased for a number of years to the Maritime Museum Society for the operation of the Jacksonville Maritime Museum and to the Jacksonville Historical Society for the operation of the Jacksonville Historical Center.  The state submerged lands lease requires the City to post manatee information and information about the river and the importance of submerged seagrass beds at the site for the general public’s information.
Policy Impact Area: Public access to and enjoyment of the St. Johns River
Fiscal Impact: None – the lease is at no cost
Analyst: Clements
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